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SAN FRANCISCO -- What should have been
Intel's most exciting keynote of the day here
at the Intel Developer Forum turned into a
disappointment.

While the company announced a new server
platform, new Xeon processors and several
other technology advances, the first public
demonstration of "Larrabee," Intel's attempt
at a high-performance graphics processor,
proved less than exciting here Tuesday.

Sean Maloney, the new head of the Intel
Architecture Group, tried to put a light-
hearted spin on the demo, stopping in front of
the monitor showing off the Larrabee demo
and asking the audience "Is there anyone
here who cares about Larrabee and what's
going on with it?"

There was in fact a lot of interest in Larrabee
going into this IDF as people wanted to see
what Intel would bring to bear against
established veterans nVidia and ATI/AMD. The
demo was a ray traced version of the game
"Enemy Territory: Quake Wars," featuring the
image of a ship at a dock. The only animation
showed ocean waves and an occasional
aircraft flying overhead. There was no
interactivity or animation and the video was

choppy. °
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"I never thought they were on time and I

don't think they are on track," said Jim
McGregor, chief technology analyst with In-
Stat. "And I don't think they are going to

make their goal. Their goal that Pat MARKETPLACE
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