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Fahrvergniigen

Can
ASIC

verification be fun?
The German word
Fahrvergniigen
directly translated
means “the joy of
driving“, and anybody
who has ever driven
a...

Taken For Granted

Come and
be
embedded!

This post is a
shameless plug for
ESWeek 2008 in
Atlanta, Georgia,
October 19-24.
ESWeek stands for
"Embedded Systems...

Verification Vertigo

Bye bye
Cadence

Last week it was
CDNIlive down in San
Jose, the Cadence
captive conference
where they showcase
all of their new and
exciting...

EDA Thoughts

Live Chat
for EDA?

| just read an article on
EE Times from Dell
about their new Hybrid
PC, so | clicked the
link and visited the
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[ Printer Friendly ]
IP Biz Model Shifts

By Ed Sperling, Contributing Editor

Virage Logic uncorked deals wit€hartered Semiconductor andIBM
to provide custom IP development for select custsiraddressing a problem at
the most advanced process nodes where both theditha process need
tweaking.
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The deal, which was inked with two of the threenaiy members of the Commg
Platform (Samsung is the third member), refleagsaaving realization that off-
the-shelf IP can contribute to yield problems a&tbkeeding edge of technology.
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Both IP and processes need to be developed befodegtion can begin at new
process nodes, but verifying the IP, integratingith other IP and stabilizing the]
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process all take time.

Brani Buric, vice president of marketing and stgédepartnerships at Virage,
noted that while the number of customers creatiy ohips has dropped
significantly, the chips being produced at advangextess nodes is stable.

“The number of customers times the number of vsafeconstant,” Buric said.
That means a select number of very large customgrish require the most
advanced processes and new IP to get their chipstket first.

Jim Wawrzyniak, an analyst at Semico Research,thaittend is for foundries tqg
collaborate more closely with IP vendors when ngjlout the new processes.
“There is a fair amount of work that goes into urstiending a process for which
you are writing IP,” he said. “What's interestirggthat when they were doing
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45nm, IP vendors had to spend a lot more time wwtaleding the process than a

previous processes. You can speculate it's goirigetat least as bad for 32nm and
22nm.”
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Wawrzyniak added that for complex SoCs, if IP ise&dy for production then
work on the chip is pretty much stopped. “You'rdrgpto see more relationship
like this forming between foundries and IP vendohg, said. “And it’s not just
going to be foundries. As large IDMs turn more amake to IP instead of creatinp
their own, they’re going to have to do the same.”
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